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LEGISLATION INTRODUCED TO
CONSTRUCT AIR AND SPACE MU-
SEUM AT WASHINGTON DULLES
AIRPORT

HON. FRANK R. WOLF
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 31, 1996

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased today
to introduce legislation—along with my col-
leagues Representatives BOB LIVINGSTON, SAM
JOHNSON, TOM DAVIS, TOM BLILEY, BOB
GOODLATTE, JIM MORAN, L.F. PAYNE, RICK
BOUCHER, OWEN PICKETT, and NORMAN SISI-
SKY—to authorize the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution to construct the Na-
tional Air and Space Museum Extension at
Washington Dulles International Airport. This
legislation represents the next critical step in
making the extension a reality and I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

The need for this extension is clear. The ex-
isting Air and Space Museum on the Mall now
faces a critical shortage of critical storage fa-
cilities. Current facilities are inadequate, stor-
age for larger artifacts is simply not available,
and existing storage facilities do not provide
controlled climate conditions necessary for the
safe preservation of most museum artifacts.
Not only that, as a result of current space limi-
tations at the Mall Museum, only about 20 per-
cent of the Nation’s aircraft collection is on
public display.

Mr. Speaker, some of our Nation’s most his-
toric aircraft are hidden from public view. The
Enola Gay, the SR–71 Blackbird spy plane,
the space shuttle Enterprise, and many others
sit in warehouses because there is no room
for these large artifacts at the Mall Museum
facility. The extension facility will provide the
space necessary to house and exhibit these
great artifacts for families who come from all
over the country with the Air and Space Mu-
seum at the top of their sightseeing list. The
Mall Museum is the most popular of the
Smithsonian’s museums and the extension is
expected to draw significant crowds too. Ap-
proximately 7 to 8 million people now visit the
Air and Space Museum on the mall and an
estimated 2 to 3.5 million visitors are expected
annually at the extension.

In 1993, the Smithsonian Institution was first
authorized to plan and design an Air and
Space Museum Extension at Washington Dul-
les International Airport and I was pleased to
support this effort. In fiscal year 1996, Con-
gress and the Commonwealth of Virginia pro-
vided funding for planning and design work on
the extension. Further work on schematic
plans are planned in preparation for the con-
struction phase of the project.

While Congress has authorized and appro-
priated funding for planning and design work,
Congress has previously made it clear that no
Federal funds are to be made available for the
construction portion of the project. Instead, the
Smithsonian Institution is responsible for rais-
ing private funds for construction of the exten-

sion and already, the Air and Space Museum
has begun to build a capital campaign infra-
structure. A National Air and Space Society
membership program was begun in 1995 to
generate public support for the museum and
the extension and already more than 4,000
people have joined and contributed.

The legislation I am introducing today mere-
ly authorizes the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution to construct the mu-
seum extension and also makes clear that no
appropriated funds are to be used to pay any
expense of the construction of this facility. The
new Director of the Smithsonian Institution,
former Federal Aviation Administration Admin-
istrator and retired Adm. Donald Engen, has
stated that his No. 1 priority will be to wage a
national campaign to raise adequate funding
for construction and his goal will be accom-
plished more effectively once Congress has
clearly authorized this construction.

Mr. Speaker, the museum extension will sig-
nificantly increase the amount of the collection
on public display, provide safe and climate-
controlled storage facilities, and provide a res-
toration facility capable of the handling the
largest artifacts in the collection in full view of
visitors. Federal funds will not be used for
construction of the extension and instead
these costs will be paid for by privately raised
funds.

I urge my colleagues to support the Air and
Space Museum Extension project and this leg-
islation authorizing its construction.

H.R. —.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. CONSTRUCTION OF MUSEUM CEN-

TER.
The Board of Regents of the Smithsonian

Institution is authorized to construct the
Smithsonian Institution National Air and
Space Museum Dulles Center at Washington
Dulles International Airport.
SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS.

No appropriated funds may be used to pay
any expense of the construction authorized
by section 1.
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TRIBUTE TO G. HUNTINGTON
BANISTER

HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 31, 1996

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, a valued and
trusted public servant retired from the Federal
Government today. G. Huntington Banister,
better known as Hunt, served proudly in a dis-
tinguished career spanning 31 years.

Beginning in 1972, Hunt put his skills to
work for America at several agencies. He
launched his public career as a Budget Ana-
lyst with the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion. From 1976 to 1979, he served as Budget
Officer for the Public Health Service’s National
Institute on Drug Abuse. He was Financial

Manager for the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission from 1979 to 1985.

But it is in his present position that I came
to personally know and respect this fine gen-
tleman. In 1985, he joined the staff of the Se-
lective Service System as its Controller. He
was indispensable at this small but vital Fed-
eral agency that is near and dear to my heart.
It has a nationwide staff of less than 200 full
time people, yet its purpose and mission are
enormous. Serving as America’s defense in-
surance policy in a still dangerous world, it re-
mains ready to mobilize and provide our Na-
tion’s Armed Forces with the manpower nec-
essary to fight in any future crisis that requires
a return to the draft.

Earning the admiration and respect of his
superiors and subordinates alike, Hunt be-
came the Acting Director of Selective Service
in February 1994. For 9 months, until the con-
firmation of a new Director, he led the Agency
at a most critical time in its history. That sum-
mer Selective Service faced possible termi-
nation during the congressional budget proc-
ess. Fortunately, those of us in Congress who
appreciate the value of military personnel
readiness did not let that happen, and the im-
portant role played by the Agency in national
security continues today without pause.

In no small measure, the very survival of a
strong and ready Selective Service System is
attributable to the leadership abilities of Hunt
Banister. He is a man whose intellect, people
skills, and savvy set him apart. It is worthy of
note that Hunt is ‘‘Twice the citizen,’’ having
also completed a parallel career as an Army
Reserve officer and retiring as a colonel after
30 years of commissioned service, including
almost 7 years of active duty and a tour of
Vietnam.

Throughout his long and distinguished ca-
reer, Hunt Banister made a difference. When
the going got rough, he remained tough, and
his legacy is a more secure America. The citi-
zens of this great Nation are in his debt, and
wish G. Huntington Banister, his wife Linda,
and his children Betsy and Carly, good health
and happiness on his well deserved retirement
day.
f

THANK YOU, MEGAN MACHEMAHL,
FOR YOUR LOYAL SERVICE

HON. JACK FIELDS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 31, 1996

Mr. FIELDS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it was
with mixed emotions that I announced last De-
cember 11 my decision to retire from the
House at the conclusion of my current term.
As I explained at the time, the decision to re-
tire was made more difficult because of the
loyalty and dedication of my staff—and be-
cause of the genuine friendship I feel for them.
Each one of them has served the men and
women of Texas’ Eighth Congressional District
in an extraordinary way.
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